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Introduction

The Carbon Footprint® is a carbon 
accounting method created in France 
in 2004 by ADEME and now managed 
by the Association Bilan Carbone 
(ABC). 

The goal of a Carbon Footprint® is to measure all the 
emissions physically necessary for a company's activity 
(this can be described as physical carbon dependency), 
including its upstream activities (sourcing, freight, etc.), 
production, and downstream activities (distribution, use of 
products sold, etc.). 

Emissions are calculated by multiplying an activity data 
point (physical or financial) by an Emission Factor from a 
reference database (Base Carbone, ADEME's Base Impacts, 
etc.): 
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What are 
Scopes 1, 2, 
and 3?

Scope 1
Direct GHG emissions, mainly from the 
combustion of fossil fuels for heating or 
company vehicles.

Scope 2
Indirect emissions associated with 
the production of electricity and heat.

Scope 3
All other indirect emissions from your 
value chain (travel, purchases, waste, 
etc.). This Scope generally accounts for 
most emissions.

Scopes define the boundary of GHG 
emissions in the Carbon Footprint; 
they are divided into 3 categories. 

The Scopes are then broken down into 
22 emission categories.
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